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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1, lines 10-11, the language "a mechanical fixing of the spring in a 
central region of the spring" is unclear and confusing language. 

In claim 6, line 7, the word - - in - - should be inserted after "is" so that the claim 
reads - - is in the release position - -. 

The aforementioned problem renders the claim vague and indefinite. 
Clarification and/or correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country , more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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Claims 1-6 and 11-17, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Barecki (U.S. Patent No. 3,572,831). 

Barecki teaches a locking device, comprising: a support part, a 
spring 40 coupled to the support part and movable into at least one locking position, at 
least two retaining rods 25 having a plurality of recesses movably coupled to the 
support part , the spring interacting with the recesses so that movement of the spring 
into a locking position causes the support partto be locked relative to the retaining rods 
wherein the spring is provided in such a manner that locking of the retaining rods can 
be brought about by at least one_of a mechanical fixing of the spring in a central region 
of the spring or that the locking of the at least two retaining rods 25 can be brought 
about by and an application of force on the spring means in a the central region, 
wherein the spring means is provided as a single part, wherein the spring extends in an 
elongate manner essentially between the retaining rods, wherein the spring-comprises 
at least one central part and end parts, wherein the spring 40 disengages the recesses, 
further comprising a sliding element which can be set at least in a first position and in, a 
second position, the spring interacting with the sliding element so that, when the 
sliding element is set into the first position, the spring is in the locking position and 
when the sliding element is set into the second position, the spring is in the release 
position, further comprising a headrest coupled to the retaining rods, wherein the 
headrest interacts with the retaining rods in an essentially vertically oriented manner, so 
that the headrest such that it is height-adjustable, wherein the sliding member is biased 
by a restoring spring , wherein the support part further comprises a bearing point 
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configured to prevent movement of a center region of the spring and the sliding element 
is operable to move ends of the spring. 

Claims 1-6 and 11-17, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Nemoto et al (U.S. Patent No. 4,671,573). 

Nemoto et al teach a locking device, comprising: a support part, a 
spring 40 coupled to the support part and movable into at least one locking position, at 
least two retaining rods 5a, 5b having a plurality of recesses movably coupled to the 
support part , the spring interacting with the recesses so that movement of the spring 
into a locking position causes the support partto be locked relative to the retaining rods 
wherein the spring is provided in such a manner that locking of the retaining rods can 
be brought about by at least one_of a mechanical fixing of the spring in a central region 
of the spring or that the locking of the at least two retaining rods 5a, 5b can be brought 
about by and an application of force on the spring means in a the central region, 
wherein the spring means is provided as a single part, wherein the spring extends in an 
elongate manner essentially between the retaining rods, wherein the spring-comprises 
at least one central part and end parts, wherein the spring 12 disengages the recesses, 
further comprising a sliding element which can be set at least in a first position and in, a 
second position, the spring interacting with the sliding element so that, when the 
sliding element is set into the first position, the spring is in the locking position and 
when the sliding element is set into the second position, the spring is in the release 
position, further comprising a headrest coupled to the retaining rods, wherein the 
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headrest interacts with the retaining rods in an essentially vertically oriented manner, so 
that the headrest such that it is height-adjustable, wherein the sliding member is biased 
by a restoring spring , wherein the support part further comprises a bearing point 
configured to prevent movement of a center region of the spring and the sliding element- 
is operable to move ends of the spring. 

Claims 1-5 and 1 1-13, so far as understood, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Schmidt (German Patent No. DE 196 30 473 A1). 

Schmidt teaches a locking device, comprising: a support part, a 
spring coupled to the support part and movable into at least one locking position, at 
least two retaining rods having a plurality of recesses movably coupled to the support 
part , the spring interacting with the recesses so that movement of the spring into a 
locking position causes the support part_to be locked relative to the retaining rods 
wherein the spring is provided in such a manner that locking of the retaining rods can 
be brought about by at least one.of a mechanical fixing of the spring in a central region 
of the spring or that the locking of the at least two retaining rods can be brought about 
by and an application of force on the spring means in a the central region, wherein the 
spring means is provided as a single part, wherein the spring extends in an elongate 
manner essentially between the retaining rods, wherein the spring-comprises at least 
one central part and end parts, wherein the spring disengages the recesses. 
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Claims 7-10 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rodney B. White whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6863. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Dunn can be reached on (571) 272-6670. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Rodney B. White, 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3636 
April 14, 2007 




